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The Regional Acceptance of Ancient Myths and Chinese Cultural Identity
Xiang Baisong

Abstract; The ancient Chinese mythology refers to the ancient myths that were formed in the middle and lower reaches of the
Yellow River and the central plains, which are the origins of Chinese culture. As the edges of Chinese culture spread to all directions,
the ancient mythology also gradually gained acceptance in vast areas outside the central plains, and thereby contributed to the formation
of a widespread Chinese cultural identity. The ancient mythology, localized in various regions, merged with the local mountains, rivers,
weather, history, and customs, acquiring regional characteristics. When the localized ancient mythology became recognized as the local
myths by the people in a certain area, the local people’s recognition of Chinese culture was naturally produced. The acceptance of the
ancient mythology in various regions led to its development and refinement, making the plots and characters more colorful and rich. This
shows a unique development path of Chinese mythology from short and fragmented to complex and complete. It also shows a development
direction of the times ; the people in vast areas, in the process of co—creating Chinese myths with the Han ethnicity, moved towards
recognizing Chinese culture. The regional acceptance of the ancient mythology is the result of the combined efforts of various factors, in-
cluding the impact of the formation of the unified view of the Spring and Autumn period, the promotion of the great migration of ancient
ethnic groups, and the interaction between the ancient mythology and regional culture. This reflects the inevitable logic of the develop-
ment of ancient mythology and the inevitable trend of the formation of Chinese cultural identity in the process of regional acceptance of
ancient mythology.
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