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The Governing Paradigm of Chinese Society Work from the Perspective of Modernization
Tong Min

Abstract: With the advancement of Chinese path to modernization and the acceleration of the modernization of grass—roots govern-
ance, social work in China, as an important force of grass—roots governance innovation, needs to examine its specialty orientation and
knowledge paradigm from the perspective of modernization. By comparing the development process of social work between China and the
West from the perspective of modernization, it is found that both rely on the promotion of modernization process and people’s desire for
a benign society circulation and life order, and both have experienced three stages of professional exploration from environmental adap-
tation to the improvement of social relations to the adjustment of life relationship. The difference is that Chinese social work constructs
the intellectual paradigm of practice in the new stage of modernization of life order reconstruction, and realizes the independent growth
of people and the environment in the increasingly alienated social relations based on multiple philosophical perspectives. This is a gov-
ernance paradigm of social work that concentrates on improving individual autonomy, completely different from the pro—problem solving
paradigm created by Western professional social work in the early modernization period as the core concern of environmental adaptation.
This governance paradigm can not only recover the individual autonomy lost in the process of over—standardized modernization, but also
show the diversified modernization demands of China, a later—developing country, and the unique role of social work in promoting hu-
man modernization in grass—roots governance.

Key words: Chinese modernization; Chinese society work; the independent knowledge system; service perspective; governing

perspective

TEGE . F e

81



