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The Confucian Businessman and Scholar—officials with the Characteristics of Merchants:

The Business Intellectuals and Their Knowledge World in the Ming Dynasty
Chen Baoliang

Abstract ; The intellectualization of merchants in the Ming Dynasty and the formation of “business intellectuals” were based on the
relatively prosperous commercial and economic soil. The emergence of the two concepts of “The Confucian businessman” and “business
scholar—officials ” was not only the result of the social action of “interaction between scholar—officials and merchants” , but also the
symbol of the identity transformation of merchants, that is, from merchants with “market heart” to Confucians with “benevolence” .
Then came the rebuilding of business ethics. The morals, knowledge and even the image of the merchants in the Ming Dynasty under-
went great changes, and they changed from those who valued profit over justice to those who worshiped Confucianism and good litera-
ture, having diversified knowledge world.

Key words:the Ming Dynasty; the Confucian businessman; business intellectuals
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