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The Character and Writing of Zu Ying and Zu Ting

Liu Yuejin

Abstract:Zu Ying and Zu Ting, father and son, were important literary figures in the Eastern Wei and Northern Qi Dynasties.

They played a significant role in promoting the development of literature in these dynasties through their cultural activities. The Letter to

Emperor Xiaozhuang by Zu Ying on behalf of Yuan Hao showed the author’ s characteristic of “writing must come from one’ s own ideas

and style, and form a unique style of writing” . Unfortunately, this letter was not included in the Complete Works of Later Wei compiled

by Yan Kejun. Zu Ting established Wenlin Academy, which attracted many talented writers, and supervised the compilation of the large

literary reference work The Xiuwen Dian Yulan. He played an important role in cultural construction at that time. The scholars of Wenlin

Academy were the largest and most influential group of writers in the Northern Qi Dynasty, and had significant implications for the his-

tory of Northern Qi literature and thought.

Key words:Zu Ying; Zu Ting; The Xiuwen Dian Yulan; Wenlin Academy
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