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On the Songshan Civilization

Zhao Baoyou Zhang Xinbin

Abstract : Historical documentation and archaeological evidence collectively demonstrate that the Songshan Civilization, centered
around Mount Song ( the Central Sacred Mountain of China’ s Five Sacred Mountains) within the cosmological “Center of Heaven and
Earth” | formed a pivotal civilizational framework in the Central Plains core region. Rooted in sacred mountain worship and synergisti-
cally integrated with fluvial ecosystems, this civilization represents a prototypical model in the developmental trajectory of Chinese civi-
lization, serving as the foundational civilizational matrix encircled by successive ancient capitals throughout Chinese history. The tripar-
tite developmental trajectory of the Songshan Civilization—encompassing its emergence, consolidation, and maturation—exhibits clearly
demarcated historical phases, bearing paradigmatic significance for understanding early civilizational progression. Functioning as the vi-
tal “floral nucleus” within the petaloid configuration of Chinese civilization’ s “multi—petal” structure, it substantially consolidated
three essential dimensions: reinforcing the political foundation of China’ s unified governance system; establishing the socio—cultural
bedrock for the Chinese national identity; and forging the fundamental spiritual genealogy and civilizational DNA that characterize Chi-
nese cultural continuity. It has important historical and modern significance to deepen the research on Songshan Civilization in scientifi-
cally grasping the historical law of the origin and evolution of Chinese Civilization and in enhancing the civilization confidence during
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Key words : Songshan Civilization, Central Plains core region, Chinese Civilization
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