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The Multidimensional Impact of Modern Railway Transportation

on the Economic Transformation of Coal Industry in the Inland Hinterland of North China
Ma Yiping

Abstract ; Before the rise of modern railway in the inland area of North China, the coal mainly relied on traditional water and land
transportation methods such as shoulder picking, animal carrying and ship transportation for external transportation and sales, and most
of the coal produced was sold to the consumer markets such as towns, inns and villages in the surrounding areas. It was because the tra-
ditional small coal mines (which was commonly known as earthen kilns) with manual mining as the main feature in the inland hinter-
land of North China. After Pinghan Road, Zhengtai Road, Daoqing Road, Beining road and other railways were constructed and passed
through, the new land and water transportation network system with modern railway as the framework was initially formed in the main-
land of North China. With its unique advantages in all-weather, large—scale and medium long distance, the coal mining industry in
North China was soon transformed in the coal production mode, transportation structure, sales system and other fields. The production
and operation difficulties which were caused by the traditional land and water transportation conditions of the local coal industry were o-
vercome. Therefore, the coal mining industry in the provinces of North China realized the modern transformation which was character-
ized by mechanized mining, and gradually integrated into the national coal economic market system and the overseas coal economic
market.

Key words:modern railways; the coal industry in North China ; economic transformation; new transportation and sales system
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