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Tao Yuanming’s Rejection and Absorption of Zhuang Zi’ s Concept of Freedom
Gui Qing

Abstract : The core of both Tao Yuanming’ s and Zhuang Zi’ s thoughts is seeking for freedom. There is a complex relationship be-
tween their concept of freedom. The essence of Zhuang Zi’ s concept is that the Tao is freedom, and that uncondition and selflessness is
freedom. This kind of freedom is mainly an illusory feeling of freedom that occurs in conceptual form. On the fundamental position Tao
Yuanming’ s and Zhuang Zi’ s concept of freedom are entirely different. Contrary to Zhuang Zi’ s concept of freedom without self, Tao
Yuanming’ s freedom has strong subjective will and individual color, and is a concept of freedom with selthood. Tao Yuanming’ s re-
spected nature is individuality, not the nature which Zhuang Zi regareded near or equal to instinct. Tao Yuanming’ s freedom is the
freedom of action and choice. However, on some isolated and localized issues, Tao Yuanming made a restricted absorption of Zhuang
Zi’ sconcept of freedom. He absorbed Zhuang Zi’ s thought of no fame and no merit under the premise of selfness. He was influenced by
Zhuang Zi in retreating to a confined world of freedom and praising the secluded life. He absorbed Zhuang Zi’ s thought and modified it
in venerating the nature. When exploring the relationship between their concept on freedom, it is especially important to pay attention to
the difference between them. Tt can facilitate the grasp of the uniqueness of Tao Yuanming’ s concept of freedom.

Key words:Tao Yuanming; Zhuang Zi; concept of freedom
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