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“The Temperature Ethics” of Ancient Chinese and Its Contemporary Value
Zhang Zailin

Abstract: The Western traditional normative ethics with neutral values based on rationality is a “cold face ethics” without body
temperature. Unlike this, ancient Chinese ethics is a “temperature ethics” based on the body and with a distinct emotional orientation,
which generated the theory of “warmth” training“benevolence”. At the same time, the traditional practice of wearing jade by ancient
people, which lasted for thousands of years, was formed, such as “warming it like jade” and “gentlemen not wearing jade without rea-
son”. In this way, jade as the most important accessory for clothing was actually the most important feature of ancient clothing, and
“clothing is the second layer of human skin” determined that the phenomenon that the ancient people wore jade and the “warmth eth-
ics” of “warming it like jade” were interrelated, forming a two in one, one in two relationship, and further strengthening the thickness
of “temperature ethics”. Recognizing this not only contributes to the deepening of ancient Chinese ethics, but also provides important i-
deological resources for building a harmonious society with warmth today, and demonstrates the charm of China’ s “warmth ethics” that
has transcended time and lasted for a long time.

Key words; temperature ethics; warm it like jade; “the second layer of skin” ; harmonious society
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