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Cultural Centripetal Force and Political Identity Shaping During the Process

of the Chen Dynasty Unifying the South
Li Lei

Abstract: The new path of shaping political identity in the Wei, Jin, and Southern Dynasties was to communicate with the ruling
and opposition parties through cultural identity and win the hearts of the people. During the period of Liang and Chen, whether it was
Chen Baxian or Wang Lin, who aimed to construct a dynasty, or local forces who sought to divide their territories, they all shaped their
political identity by winning the hearts of scholars. The process of Emperor Wu in the Chen Dynasty eliminating various forces was also
a process of incorporating local aristocrats into the political power. On the eve of proclaiming himself emperor, Emperor Wu in the Chen
Dynasty restored the position of Zhongzheng in various states and stipulated that “Zhongzheng’ s appointment” was a necessary proce-
dure for selecting officials. The official system of the Chen Dynasty divided officials into clear and turbid ones according to the position
of the gentry. Emperor Wu in the Chen Dynasty held numerous cultural and educational activities to showcase the cultural consent with
scholars. The Chen Dynasty’ s policy of catering to scholars was related to the challenges it faced from the Xiao Zhuang court. In addi-
tion to the influence of Wang Lin, there were also aristocrats who supported the Xiao Zhuang court, such as the Yuan family of Chen
commandery, the He family of Lujiang, the Liu family of Nanyang, and the Zhu family of Wu commandery. They shaped their recogni-
tion of the legitimacy of the Xiao Zhuang court through document production and historical writing. Separatist forces such as Lu Xida,
Chen Baoying, Ouyang Wei, and others recruited local scholars to gain reputation and consolidate their rule. While eliminating separa-
tist forces in various regions, Emperor Wen in the Chen Dynasty used cultural identity to mend political rifts. He took the establishment
of the school as an opportunity to appoint political isolationists, hermits, and exiled scholars as academic officials. Emperor Xuan in the
Chen Dynasty and Emperor Chen Houzhu, on the other hand, stimulated the dynastic identity of the gentry through cultural and educa-
tional ceremonies such as the Shidian ceremony. Cultural centripetal force played a crucial role in shaping the identity of the Chen Dy-
nasty.

Key words: Chen Dynasty; gentry; cultural centripetal force; political identity
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