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The Generation Mechanism and Unique Features of “Poems of

Serving as a Langguan and Governing a Prefecture” in the Tang Dynasty
Li Dehui

Abstract: “Poems of Serving as a Langguan and Governing a Prefecture” originated from the personnel system of the Tang Dynasty
where censors and prefects were frequently transferred among each other. As the transfer of officials between the central and local gov-
ernments became more common, the relationship between this official system and literature grew increasingly close. These poems were
mostly narrative and lyrical works composed by Tang Dynasty officials during their appointments as prefects after serving as censors or as
censors after serving as prefects. They were typical examples that deeply reflected the changes in the mindset and literary effects of Tang
officials when they were transferred between central and local positions. As officials moved between the central and local governments,
“poems of becoming a censor” and “poems of leading a prefecture” alternated and were closely connected in terms of time and space
and were interdependent. On their way to their new posts, these officials would look back on the past, look forward to the future, and
focus on the present. Their movement trajectories and the narrative spaces of their poems were both between the world of the scholar and
the officialdom, carrying the flavor of the mountains and rivers as well as the style of the imperial court. This brought about the unique
artistic features of “Poems of Serving as a Langguan and Governing a Prefecture”.

Key words; Langguan; Cishi; the official system of the Tang Dynasty; “Poems of Serving as a Langguan and Governing a Prefecture”
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