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Research on the Hometown of Painter Li Tang as “Heyang Three Towns”
Jiang Xiaochun Li Dongyue

Abstract : Li Tang, a prominent painter during the transition between the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties, signed his maste-
rpieces Windy Pines Among a Myriad Valleys and Gathering Herbs as “1i Tang, Heyang”. Tuhui Baojian, compiled in the late Yuan
Dynasty by Xia Wenyan, recorded Li Tang’s origin as “Heyang Three Towns”. Although the book was published later, its fourth vol-
ume, which contained historical materials on Li Tang, was based on Southern Song sources and was considered highly reliable.“ Heyang
Three Towns” , initially constructed during the Northern Dynasties, maintained their structure of North Town, Central Tan Town, and
South Town along the riverbanks through the Tang and Song Dynasties, connected by two pontoon bridges. This was corroborated by the
Japanese monk Jojin’ s diary Pilgrimage to Tiantai and Wutai Mountains When Jjin passed through Heyang, Central Tan Town was al-
ready in ruins. Research indicated that the North City was located in the Yellow River floodplain south of modern Mengzhou, Henan,
while the South City was situated on the opposite bank, near Kouma Village in Mengjin, Luoyang, Henan.

Before heading to the capital, Kaifeng, Li Tang was active between the North and South Towns of Heyang. Therefore, that Tuhui
Baojian accurately recorded his origin as the “Heyang Three Towns” , was more precise than the general reference to Heyang.

Key words: Li Tang; Tuhui Baojian; Heyang Three Towns; Heyang; Mengjin
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