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“Communicable Urban—Rural” ; New Future of Urban—Rural Relationship

in the Context of Chinese—Style Modernization
Zheng Suxia Niu Binhua

Abstract : The urban—rural relationship is a major challenge in Chinese—style modernization. “Communicable urban—rural” rela-
tions serve as a key driving force for advancing this modernization. However, the long—standing digital divide has resulted in “related
but separate” or “linked but uncommunicative” situations between urban and rural areas. The popularization and application of digital
communication technologies have established digital connections between urban and rural areas, which is expected to promote the trans-
formation of the urban—rural relationship towards “communicability”. From the perspective of spatial sociology, “communicable urban
—rural” relations exhibit three spatial characteristics: “connectable” geographical space, “mutually nurturing” information space, and
“shareable” meaning space. This represents an advanced form of integrated urban—rural development. To construct modern—oriented
“communicable urban—rural” relations, it requires establishing geographic networks for public interaction, communication networks for
mutual informational nourishment, and cultural networks for value consensus through digital and intelligent media, ultimately shaping
an urban-rural “digital community” .

Key words; Chinese—style modernization; urban-rural relationship; “communicable urban—rural” ; digital media
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