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Does the Neighborhood Effect Contribute to Farmers’ Choice of Green Fertilization Behavior?

Based on the Survey Data of 968 Vegetable Growers in Shandong and Henan Provinces
Lyu Feifei

Abstract ; Green development is crucial for maintaining ecological balance and achieving sustainable development. In recent years,

Liang Qiao

China has actively explored paths for green development transformation in agriculture and rural areas. Farmers’ behaviors are influenced
by various factors such as policy orientation, capital endowment, and personal capabilities. In the context of rural China, characterized
by strong community embeddedness and close relationships, the neighborhood effect plays an indispensable role in rural communities.
Based on the Norm Activation Theory and Perceived Value Theory, this study takes the survey data of 968 vegetable growers in Shan-
dong and Henan Provinces as an example and uses a structural equation model to explore the impact mechanism of the neighborhood
effect on farmers’ green fertilization behavior. The research findings show that in terms of moral activation, the neighborhood effect sig-
nificantly affects farmers’ sense of attribution responsibility and consequence awareness regarding environmental protection, thereby ac-
tivating personal norms and promoting farmers’ behaviors of reducing chemical fertilizer use and applying organic fertilizers. In terms of
perceived value, the neighborhood effect influences both farmers’ perceived benefits and perceived costs of fertilization behavior, and it
mainly positively affects farmers’ behaviors of reducing chemical fertilizer use and their adoption of soil testing and formulated fertiliza-
tion technology through perceived benefits.
Key words : neighbourhood effects; green fertilization behaviour; vegetable growers; impact mechanism
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