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Negative Value of Order: A Fundamental Concept of

China’ s Independent Knowledge System of Criminal Jurisprudence
Ma Rongchun

Abstract ; The negative value of order is a concept in criminal law derived from both Chinese and foreign criminal legislative texts
and criminal law theories, representing a conceptual innovation in the development of China’s independent knowledge system of crimi-
nal jurisprudence. It refers to the antagonism or harm to social order, which negatively constitutes the value foundation of legal order
and serves as the initial explanation for criminal order. Corresponding to the classification of criminal norms into legal interest norms and
ethical norms, the negative value of order can be divided into the negative value of order targeting legal interests and that targeting eth-
ics. In terms of existence forms, it can be categorized into subjective negative value of order and objective negative value of order. The
negative value of order can not only comprehensively interpret criminal law texts but also explain policy—oriented criminal concepts and
their institutional practices. It is a more precise expression of “order without value” or “order non—value” . By overcoming the one-sid-
edness and superficiality of “act without value” and “result without value” , it constitutes the true or “qualified” essence of illegality.
Ultimately, the negative value of order has become a fundamental concept in criminal law, contributing theoretical value to the theoreti-
cal foundation, systematic integration, and practical interpretation of criminal law.

Key words: negative value of order; legal order; essence of illegality; act without value; result without value
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