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A New Interpretation of Zhuangzi’ s Theory of “Ming” (Fate)

Su Hang

Abstract ; Zhuangzi’ s theory of “Ming” (fate) is neither a passive fatalism nor a Confucian theory of virtue, but an explanation of

the universe’s “unified transformation” as it relates to the individual. First, the connotation of “Ming” is revealed through the concept

of “bu de yi” (inevitability) ; the fundamental characteristic of “Ming” is a kind of “necessary contingency

ing of “an ming” (accepting fate) lies in “an yu hua” (accepting transformation ). However,

7. Second, the true mean-

“Ming” and “hua” ( transformation )

differ in perspective: “hua” refers to the evolution of the universe as a whole, while “Ming” represents the “self-relevant” aspect of

“hua” when it acts upon the individual. Finally, the issue of “accepting transformation” should be reduced to the question of how to

accept “suo dai zhe” (that which one depends on). Every individual necessarily relies ( “dai” ) on external things for existence, and

this “dependency” constitutes an inherent essence that the self cannot escape. In this way, “Ming” transforms from an external control-

ling force into an internal field for the individual’ s realization. Accepting fate ultimately manifests as an active life attitude of embracing

all unknown “transformations” .

Key words : Zhuangzi; bu de yi(inevitability) ; an ming (accepting fate) ; hua ( transformation)
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