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On the Concept of “Heart” in Feng Youlan’ s New Neo—Confucianism
Dai Yumin

Abstract; Currently, there is a misunderstanding in academic circles regarding Feng Youlan’ s New Neo—Confucianism, which
holds that there is a disconnection between its conceptual framework and the realm of life, making them incompatible. In fact, this criti-
cism overlooks the concept of “heart” in New Neo—Confucianism, which is precisely the breakthrough point to clarify such misunder-
standings. Therefore, it is necessary to systematically examine the connotation and extension of the concept of “heart”. From the per-
spective of structure, the heart is composed of the metaphysical “li” (principle) and the physical “qi” (vital energy). From the per-
spective of attributes, the heart possesses the quality of “perceptual clarity” , and the perceptual clarity of the human heart is “juejie”
(‘awareness and understanding) . These constitute the connotation of the heart. The “Dao heart” and “human heart” in Song Confucian-
ism belong to two states of the heart of awareness and understanding, while both the “heart underlying the universe” and the “heart of
the universe” lack an actual structure to support their existence, thus neither falls within the extension of the heart. In New Neo—Confu-
cianism, only the hearts of animals and humans, which possess perceptual clarity, belong to the extension of the heart. Furthermore, the
heart is both a link in the conceptual framework of New Neo—Confucianism and an element of the realm of life. In this way, the unity of
the structure and attributes of the heart ensures the unity of the conceptual framework and the realm of life in New Neo—Confucianism.
In this sense, there is no issue of disconnection or incompatibility within New Neo—Confucianism.

Key words: Feng Youlan; New Neo—Confucianism; heart; juejie ( awareness and understanding)
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