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“Ta Shu” and “Zheng Shu” in Qin and Han Bamboo Slips and

Their Implications
Wen Junping

Abstract In the documents related to “Ta” (i) found in Qin and Han bamboo slips, all are used in handling legal cases where
relevant personnel or archives are not located at the trial site. In such documents, “Ta” is appropriately interpreted as “involving” or
“relating to” , and most of these documents cannot be categorized as “Ta Shu” (#45). “Zheng Shu” (/E+) mentioned in the Qin
bamboo slips collected by Yuelu Academy should be the applicable document in such judicial procedures, referring to summoning ar-
chival documents or personnel related to a legal case from one place to another. A “Zheng Shu” should consist of a main text and an ap-
pendix, where the appendix records specific identity information of the summoned individuals, etc.At the end of the Qin Dynasty and
the beginning of the Han Dynasty, “Ta” (#) gradually took on the meaning of “arrest”. Based on the specific context in which “Ta
Shu” appears, its core meaning focuses on control and arrest, so it is more appropriate to interpret “Ta Shu” as an arrest document. In
addition, during the judicial process of the Qin and Han dynasties, “Zhao” () also meant summoning someone from one place to
another, but it may only apply to oral summons or relatively mild and neutral scenarios.

Key words:Ta shu; Zheng shu; Zheng Ta; judicial process; Qin and Han dynasties
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