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On the Depiction of Immortals in Su Shi’s ci
Zhang Zhengian

Abstract ; There are numerous immortal—themed writings in Su Shi’ s ci. Su Shi embedded immortal legends into his ci, expressing
his emotions through tales of immortals, which enhanced the narrative and storytelling qualities of his ci. This represents a pioneering
and innovative contribution in the history of c¢i. Su Shi employed immortal figures as metaphors for his friends and himself, an important
approach to elevating the elegance of his ci. This practice embodied his ideal of personality and helped strengthen the subtlety, vivid-
ness, and expressiveness of the ci genre. His ci often juxtapose the human world with the celestial realm, enabling free movement be-
tween reality and the immortal realm. He regarded the “celestial realm” as a spiritual space and ideal world, frequently infusing his
works with a yearning for return, reflecting a sense of being a “banished immortal”. Driven by a strong sense of identity, while depic-
ting Li Bai as a “banished immortal” , Su Shi constructed his own image, thereby finding spiritual solace amid life’ s hardships and ad-
versities. The immortal—themed writings in Su Shi’s ci are closely linked both to the social and cultural context of the Northern Song
Dynasty, where Taoism flourished, and to his personal life experiences. This creative phenomenon exerted a significant influence on po-
ets of his time and later generations. To some extent, it contributed to the tradition of evaluating Su Shi’s ci with the concept of “im
mortality” , and stood as a crucial factor in shaping the image of “Poet Immortal Su” and the formation of the “Aura of Poet Immortal
Su”.

Key words:Su Shi’s ci; immortal; immortal legends; banished immortal; Aura of Poet Immortal Su
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