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Construction of an Independent Knowledge System for China—Africa

International Communication from the Perspective of the Global South
Li Yujie

Abstract : With the rise of the Global South represented by China and Africa, their appeal for greater international discourse power
has become stronger and more direct. As a model of South—South cooperation and a paradigm of new international relations, China and
Africa’ s joint exploration of “breaking free from dependence” independent knowledge production is particularly important. Currently,
an unbalanced and unjust global news landscape still exists. The urgent practical need to build a China—Africa community with a shared
future, coupled with the urgent need to update international narratives of China—Africa relations and the significantly Western—centric
international communication theories, constitutes the contemporary context for constructing an independent knowledge system for China
—Africa international communication. Essentially, the construction of this independent knowledge system aims to interpret the paths of
China, Africa, China—Africa cooperation, and even the Global South through an independent knowledge paradigm of international com-
munication. Therefore, efforts can focus on three key dimensions: order, relations, and development. Guided by China—Africa’ s prac-
tical experience and the resolution of specific issues, it seeks to construct an international communication knowledge system that reflects
both China’s and Africa’ s respective aspirations while sharing common ground through paths such as conceptual commonality, value
consensus, fact sharing, and emotional resonance. This will contribute to shaping a more fair and reasonable new order of international
communication.

Key words: Global South; China—Africa; international communication; independent knowledge system
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