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Intrinsic Logic, Practical Issues, and Optimization Paths of Digital

Technology Empowering Grassroots Deliberative Democracy
Cao Can Lt Qingst

Abstract : As a new technological means and important driving force that enables the presentation of reality, digital technology has
become a key force for integrating the elements of grassroots consultative democracy, reshaping its operational structure, and promoting
its effective operation. It has provided a new era context for grassroots consultative democracy. In the process of digital technology em-
powering grassroots consultative democracy, it breaks through time and space barriers and optimizes the consultation process through
tool enhancement, promotes inclusiveness and cultivates public rationality through value deepening, and enhances the reconstruction of
consultation networks and strengthens supervision and accountability through structural reshaping. However, it is inevitable that risks
and challenges exist at the technical, platform, process, and institutional levels during this empowerment process. Based on this, we
should take bridging the digital divide and achieving inclusive participation as the premise, optimize platform design with improving the
experience of consultation subjects and the effectiveness of platform functions as the foundation, focus on process quality with promoting
rational dialogue and consensus—building as the key, and improve institutional rules to ensure the effective connection between consul-
tation and decision—making. Only in this way can we find and optimize the appropriate path for digital technology to empower grassroots
consultative democracy.

Key words : digital technology; empowerment; consultative democracy ; grass—roots democracy

WAERE.— %

27



