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Suspension of Farmers’ Right to Participate in the In-Depth

Advancement of Rural Revitalization and Its Institutionalized Relief Path
Jin Yongzhu Han Wenlin

Abstract : In rural social development, extensive and in—depth participation of farmers serves both as a means of development and
the ultimate outcome. A key task in advancing rural revitalization in depth is to achieve orderly governance and improve rural govern-
ance capacity, which places new demands on farmers’ proactive and substantive participation in rural governance. However, practical
observations reveal a typical problem: the suspension of farmers’ participation rights. This mainly refers to various difficulties farmers
face in exercising their participation rights due to subjective and objective constraints, including the declining enthusiasm of partici-
pants, the formalization of the participation process, and the uncertainty of participation outcomes. At the individual level, the suspen-
sion of farmers’ participation rights manifests as passive participation attitudes and utilitarian “abandonment” of participation methods ;
at the organizational level, it manifests as the alienation of village—level organizations and the weakening of villagers’ self—organiza-
tions, i.e., “powerlessness” ; at the institutional level, it manifests as non—institutionalized participation, formalistic participation, and
differentiated participation, i.e., “nominal rights”. To fully mobilize farmers’ enthusiasm and creativity in rural construction and effec-
tively safeguard their democratic rights and subject status in the process of rural construction, we must take the empowerment theory as
guidance to construct an institutionalized relief path. Specifically, we should enhance farmers’ individual participation capabilities
through individual empowerment, provide effective organizational support for participation through organizational empowerment, and
strengthen the function of rules in safeguarding the exercise of farmers’ participation rights through rule empowerment. In this way, we
can establish a sound order for farmers’ substantive participation in rural governance.

Key words : rural revitalization; suspension of participation rights; relief path

WAEGR N A
81



