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A New Interpretation of “the Center of Heaven and Earth”
— Dynamic Creation of Chinese Culture and Cohesion of Cultural China
Zhang Zhaowei

Abstract ; The astronomical characteristic of the “Centre of Heaven and Earth” is that there is no shadow during the summer sol-
stice, indicating a pleasant climate. Duke Zhou measured the shadows to select Luoyi as the capital, determined the “Centre of Heaven
and Earth” (or “Centre of the Earth” ) , formulated rituals and music, and laid the basic pattern of Chinese culture. The “Centre of
Heaven and Earth” is the source of rituals and music. The creation of rituals and music related to it includes three aspects: creating
music in response to heaven and formulating rituals to match the earth; creating rituals and music with reference to both heaven and
earth; and dynamically creating rituals and music based on the interaction between heaven and earth. The “Centre of Heaven and
Earth” can be briefly defined as the interaction between heaven and earth. Tt combines the dynamic creation of heaven and earth and
forms a vertical “Trinity Structure” (heaven, earth, and the centre) with heaven and earth. From a vertical to a horizontal perspective
the “Centre of the Four Directions” combines the creation of the four directions and forms a horizontal “Five—Derivative Structure”
(the four directions and the centre) with the four directions. The structure of the “Centre of Heaven” is similar to that of the “Centre
of the Earth”. Combining these two structures, the “Centre of Heaven and Earth” presents a superimposed structure of the “Trinity
Structure” and the “Five—Derivative Structure”. The rotating centripetal force of this structure forms the cohesiveness of cultural and
political China, attracting people from all directions to reside. From a global perspective during the late Ming and early Qing dynasties
the “Centre of Heaven and Earth” was generalized as a livable place. The significance of ritual and music culture in shaping China’ s
political identity was strengthened, and it also demonstrated the characteristics of “adapting to the times” and “keeping pace with the
times” .

Key words the Centre of Heaven and Earth; dynamic creation; cultural cohesion; formulating rituals and music; cultural China;
Fang Yizhi
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