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Dialectical Implications and Creative Transformation of

the Cheng Brothers’ Perspective on Righteousness and Benefit

Cheng Enfu

Wang Shaoguang

Abstract: As an important part of traditional Chinese culture, the Cheng Brothers’ perspective on righteousness and benefit is an

inheritance and development of Confucius’ and Mencius’ views on this topic. The Cheng Brothers innovatively integrated the debate on

righteousness and benefit with debates on “reason versus desire”

and “public versus private interests”

. In the contradiction between

moral reason and sensual desire, they emphasized “preserving heavenly reason and eliminating human desires” ; in the contradiction

between individual self—interest and public interests, they advocated “overcoming selfishness for the public good” ; in the contradiction

between moral principles and the pursuit of benefit, they argued that “benefit should not hinder righteousness”

. In this way, they

formed a Neo— Confucian perspective on righteousness and benefit with profound dialectical implications. Objectively speaking, the

Cheng Brothers’ perspective contains cultural genes and values that transcend their era, but it also has limitations imposed by the his-

torical context of their time. In the new era, the creative transformation of the Cheng Brothers’ perspective is not only a response to the

contemporary need to advance “the Second Integration” (the integration of Marxism with Chinese excellent traditional culture) but also

a crucial measure to resolve the modern social dilemma of “pursuing profit without scruples” and expose the theoretical fallacies of the

Western “hypothesis of the fully self—interested economic man”

ers’ perspective requires adhering to the basic principle of “retaining the essence and discarding the dregs”

. In practice, promoting the creative transformation of the Cheng Broth-

. Specifically, we should

use the concept of “preserving heavenly reason and eliminating human desires” to deconstruct the alienation of consumerism and pro-

mote the coordinated development of people’ s material and spiritual lives; use the concept of “overcoming selfishness for the public

good” to resolve the binary opposition between self—interest and altruism and realize the organic integration of individual interests and

collective interests; and use the concept of “benefit should not hinder righteousness” to counteract the tendency of “forgetting right-

eousness in pursuit of benefit” and promote the common prosperity and development of all countries in international exchanges.

Key words: the Cheng Brothers’ Neo—Confucianism; perspective on righteousness and benefit; Chinese excellent traditional cul-

ture; Marxism; “the Second Integration”
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