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Research on the Formation of the Concept of “Tian-Ren He-Yi” in the Pre-Qin Period
Wang Mengxi Wang Zhenzhong

Abstract : The concept of “Tian-Ren He=Yi” ( Unity of Heaven and Man) is one of the traditional Chinese thoughts. As early as
the Pre—Qin Period, there existed ideological understandings that embodied the essence of “Tian—Ren He-Yi” even though the exact
term had not yet emerged. In this thought, “Tian” (Heaven) had two meanings: “divine Tian” (Heaven as a deity) and “natural
Tian” (Heaven as nature). Different meanings of “Tian” led to different levels of the Tian—Ren ( Heaven—Human) relationship. Al-
though the ancestors in prehistoric societies had not yet formed a systematic understanding of the relationship between humans and na-
ture, they gradually mastered survival strategies to adapt to the natural environment. Even during the primitive religious reform of “Jue
Di Tian Tong” ( cutting off the direct connection between heaven and earth) , people on earth still maintained contact with the deities in
heaven through sacrifices. The “Di Ling” (orders of Di, the supreme deity) in the Shang Dynasty was one—way. In the Western Zhou
Dynasty, “Di” and “Tian” were regarded as the supreme deities. With the introduction of the concepts of “De” (virtue) and “min
yi” (will of the people) , the Western Zhou concept of Heaven—Man relationship contained a two—way interaction between heaven and
humans. During the Pre—Qin Period, the concepts of “Tian—Ren He—Yi” held by Confucianism and Taoism were different but inter-
connected, and they were integrated in Xunzi’s thoughts, tending to the idea that humans and all things in heaven and earth form a
harmonious and unified whole.

Key words; Tian—Ren relationship; “Tian-Ren He-Yi” ; “divine Tian” ; “natural Tian”
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