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National Identity of Tusi ( Local Chieftains) under the

Governance Policies of the Ming Dynasty
Xiong Yan

Abstract: Political governance and cultural education were two key measures through which the Ming Dynasty’ s central govern-

ment promoted the integration and integrated development of Yunnan’s ethnic minority regions and the Central Plains, and constructed

the national identity of local Tusi. In governing the border areas of Yunnan, the rulers of the Ming Dynasty gradually established a com-

plete political management system, with state power gradually penetrating into grassroots society. Meanwhile, they implemented a cul-

tural education policy centered on Confucianism, supplemented by Buddhism and Taoism. Under the influence of the central govern-

ment’ s active implementation of the Tusi system and the promotion of Han Buddhism, the national identity of the Mu Tusi family in

northwestern Yunnan went through a process from being restricted by institutions to being gradually internalized. This process embodies

the typical characteristics of local Tusi in the border areas of the Ming Dynasty taking the initiative to construct national identity.

Key words:the Ming Dynasty; governing policy for border areas; Mu Tusi; national identity

WAEmE . T 4
139



