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The Ontological Turn and Civilizational Insights of Animal Narratives

in Contemporary Ethnic Minority Literature
Chen Jiaji

Abstract: Against the backdrop of global ecological crises and civilizational dialogue, animal narratives in contemporary Chinese
minority literature are undergoing an ontological turn from ethnic allegory to ecological community. Centered on the works of writers such
as Ureltu, A Lai, Guo Xuebo, and Shi Shuqing, these narratives transcend the traditional paradigm of using animals as metaphorical
tools through ethnographic writing, the translation of totemic symbols, and the construction of geographical spaces. By engaging in a di-
alogue between Western animal rights theory and the Eastern concept of “the unity of all life” , they construct a narrative ontology that
transcends anthropocentrism. The study reveals that animal narratives not only reflect the collective psychological archetypes and cultur-
al memories of ethnic groups but also transform local knowledge into local resources for ecological criticism through “spatial poetics” .
Rooted in the ecological wisdom of “Tian—Ren He—Yi” ( Unity of Heaven and Humanity) , this narrative practice, with its modern re-
flections centered on the motif of “the last one” , serves as both a literary response to ecological crises and a unique way for the subjec-
tivity of ethnic narratives to participate in global ecological discourse. It provides profound civilizational insights for building a harmoni-
ous community of life where humans and nature coexist.

Key words : minority literature ;animal narratives ; ontological turn; community of life; ethnic subjectivity
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