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The Cultural Return of “Family”in Civil Code and the Chinese

Orientation Choice of Social Governance
Liu Yunsheng

Abstract ; Different from the Western “citizen—state” dual governance structure, China’s social governance structure has always
centered on “family—state”. The “family” in the Civil Code is not only a basic unit of civil legal rights, but also a basic unit of social
governance. As the main field of social governance, “family” not only determines the value goals and subject construction of social gov-
ernance, but also profoundly affects the structural mode and operation mechanism of social governance, and ultimately determines the
basic orientation and governance efficiency of social governance. On the premise of integrating the modern elements of Western civil
codes, the Civil Code takes the three pairs of relationships of “family—person”, “family—career”, and “family—state” as the main
lines, comprehensively traces back the cultural genes and national spirit of traditional social governance, systematically responds to the
contemporary calls and national demands of “family” in social governance, and provides value guidance and institutional support for the
Chinese orientation of social governance.

Key words; cultural revival of “family” in the civil code; social governance; Chinese orientation of social governance
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