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The Disintegration and Reconstruction Mechanism of Social
Relationships in Relocation Areas for Poverty Alleviation through Resettlement from the

Perspective of Complex Adaptive System Theory
Xu Chaowet

Abstract: Poverty alleviation through relocation is a major project involving systematic spatial reconstruction and overall social re-
lations restructuring, with its core being to form new tightly connected communities through spatial reconstruction and social relations
restructuring. As China’ s socio—economic structure undergoes profound changes, the social structure of resettlement areas for poverty
alleviation through relocation also presents complex characteristics. In this context, reconstructing sound social relationships is not only
a prerequisite for activating the endogenous development momentum of these resettlement areas, but also a key to resolving internal so-
cial contradictions. Meanwhile, the special poverty alleviation strategic position of these resettlement areas and the complex attributes of
community formation pose multiple adaptive challenges to the restructuring of social relationships in the communities. The Complex A-
daptive System Theory not only overcomes the limitations of traditional analytical methods when analyzing and explaining social relation-
ships in resettlement areas for poverty alleviation through relocation, but also demonstrates significant advantages in both theoretical a-
nalysis and practical construction, providing a systematic macro perspective and in—depth methodological guidance for the restructuring
of social relationships in resettlement areas. Under the analytical framework of the Complex Adaptive System Theory, social relation-
ships in resettlement areas for poverty alleviation through relocation show typical characteristics of complex adaptive systems and evolu-
tionary logic in terms of the adaptability of all elements. To accelerate the rhythm and process of self—adaptation of the complex social
system in resettlement areas, it is necessary to actively construct a social relationship reconstruction mechanism for resettlement areas
for poverty alleviation through relocation by applying the concepts of external positive intervention and systematic endogenous self—adap-
tive evolution. Through the way of implanting new “building blocks” , it promotes residents in resettlement areas to achieve the leap of
social relationships from individual adaptation to community coexistence, fosters the formation of social relationships characterized by
“close interdependence and two—way coupling” between individuals and the community, and thus provides core impetus for the sustain-
able development of resettlement areas.

Key words: complex adaptive system theory; relocation areas for poverty alleviation through resettlement; social relations; recon-

struction mechanism
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