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A Comprehensive Study of Xunzi’s Theory of Human Nature
— From the Perspective of Comparison with Mohism, Legalism, Daoism, and Confucianism
Ren Milin

Abstract ; Regarding Xunzi’ s theory of human nature, the academic community has put forward many new viewpoints, such as the
theory of “innate simplicity of human nature” , “innate goodness of human nature” , and “innate evil of human nature yet goodness of
human mind” , in an attempt to reverse the verdict on Xunzi’ s theory of “innate evil of human nature”. Although these viewpoints have
promoted research related to Xunzi, a consistent conclusion has not yet been reached. As the last great thinker of Pre—Qin Confucian-
ism, Xunzi’s thought is characterized by comprehensiveness: he not only inherited and developed Confucianism since Confucius, but
also was influenced by the thoughts of Daoism, Mohism, Legalism, and other schools. Therefore, the study of Xunzi’ s theory of human
nature requires, in addition to analyzing the relevant materials in Xunziitself, comparisons with the thoughts of Mohism, Legalism,
Daoism, and other Confucian scholars. Through comparison, it can be found that Xunzi’ s theory of human nature is different from Moh-
ism and Legalism’ s theory of “innate evil of human nature” , Daoism’ s theory of “innate simplicity of human nature” , and Confucian-
ism’ s theory of “innate goodness of human nature”. Tts internal logic is based on the view of “the distinction between nature (xing)
and artifice (wei)” , which in turn is founded on the thought of “the distinction between heaven and human”. From the perspective of
the binary opposition between nature and artifice, the viewpoints of “innate evil of human nature” and “innate simplicity of human na-
ture” do not affect the understanding of the logical structure of Xunzi’ s theory of human nature.

Key words: Xunzi; theory of human nature; Mohism; Legalism; Daoism; Confucianism
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