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An Analysis of Official Meal and Travel Expenditures of

Prime Ministers in the Song Dynasty

Tian Zhiguang

Abstract : The central administration of the Song Dynasty was highly complex, and the Prime Ministers, as the core figures in gov-

ernance, played a crucial role in the operation of state affairs. In addition to their basic emoluments, which covered daily living expen-

es, the government allocated substantial operational funds and subsidies to ensure the smooth handling of official duties. The official

expenditures of the Prime Ministers in the Song Dynasty mainly fell into three categories: first, official meals, which included food ar-

rangements during court assemblies and policy deliberations; sec

, official Travel expenses, covering costs related to vehicles,

boats, bridges, and attendants, all funded by official resources; and third, other official expenses, such as daily supplies including pa-

per and writing brushes. Furthermore, imperial bestowals often included food and transportation tools, supplementing the sources of offi-

cial funds and highlighting the court’ s emphasis on the Prime Ministers’ public activities. Given the heavy workload of the Prime Min-

isters, their official expenditures were notably intricate. Although the government set specified amounts for these funds, their actual us-

age varied significantly depending on the political climate and individual attitudes toward spending.

Key words: Song Dynasty; Prime Ministers; official meals; official travel; expenditures
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