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A Study of the Relationship between Wang Guowei’ s Poetics and Qing—Dynasty Poetics
Li Chen

Abstract : Wang Guowei’ s doctrine of the poetic realm is not confined to lyric theory; it also engages the broader tradition of Chi-
nese poetics, with particular salience for Qing poetics. This article examines their relationship along four dimensions—intellectual for-
mation, theoretical commitments, aesthetic allegiance, and creative practice—showing both change and continuity. Axiologically,
whereas the Qing discourse of poetic pedagogy foregrounds poetry’ s didactic function, Wang invokes the non—instrumentality of aesthet-
ic experience to articulate aesthetic education, while still retaining poetry’ s educative import. Analytically, the interfaces between the
“realm” and the three Qing doctrines can be modeled as follows: realm - spiritual resonance through evocation; realm - decorous
('moral) tone through the ancient; and realm - innate sensibility through emotion—each relation involving both inheritance and further
development. In creative practice, Wang’ s verse largely reflects a traditionalist allegiance, yet his philosophical poetry also converges
with the platform of the Poetic Revolution. The “classical” import of his poetics lies in the re—interpretation and re—assembly of pre-
modern categories so as to effect a continuity—through—transformation of poetics.

Key words: Wang Guowei; doctrine of the poetic realm; poetic pedagogy; aesthetic education; philosophical poetry
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