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Spatial Contradictions and Governance Optimization in the Development of

Megacity Clusters: A People—Centered City Perspective

Zhang Shujian

Zhang Zhengliang

Abstract ; Currently, the development of megacity clusters has become a hallmark of China’ s high—quality urbanization. However,

the expansion of urban spatial dimensions has triggered more complex spatial conflicts, including environmental carrying capacity issues

caused by rapid population growth, imbalances in public resource distribution due to uneven population distribution, and developmental

contradictions arising from divergent spatial utilization demands among stakeholders. At its core, this stems from urban spatial resource

development failing to meet residents’ aspirations for a better life. Therefore, governance entities must urgently transform their approa-

ches by establishing people—centered urban development principles. This requires building a collaborative spatial governance communi-

ty, leveraging government leadership, and actively engaging social forces to achieve the integration of economic development and public

well=being in spatial governance. These efforts will ultimately advance the modernization of China’ s urban governance system, with

People—Centered City as its core value orientation.

Key words: People—Centered City; megacity; city cluster; spatial governance
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