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The Status and Development Trends of Moral Governance Since

the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China
Zhao Qingjie

Abstract: To grasp the status and development trends of moral governance since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Par-
ty of China, we can examine personal character, family virtues, professional ethics, and social morality. An analysis and comparison of
data from two national surveys on ethical and moral development reveal the following: in terms of personal character, there is a charac-
teristic of “sound virtues but insufficient conduct” ; in terms of family virtues, there is tension between traditional marital ethics and
modern gender morality in marriage and gender relations, and a hidden crisis of intergenerational inheritance behind the parent—child
bond of “parental kindness and filial piety” ; in terms of professional ethics, on the basis of generally improved professional identity,
official morality and political ethics have won high public praise, but the road to completely eradicating corruption remains long; in
terms of social morality, amid an overall positive trend, the phenomenon of moral indifference cannot be ignored. In the future, to pro-
mote moral governance, it is necessary to establish a comprehensive moral governance system consisting of the Party’ s overall leader-
ship, guidance from government policies and regulations, participation of social organizations, education and cultivation by schools,
moral edification in families, and personal self—cultivation, realizing multi—subject co—governance and forming a synergistic force.

Key words:moral governance; personal character; family virtues ; professional morality; social morality
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