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The Association of Question—and—Answer Characters and

the Historicization of Allegorical Names in Zhuangzi

Yu Xuetang

Abstract:In Zhuangzi, there are certain associations between the names of characters in question—and—answer dialogues, which

can generally be divided into three types: first, comparative relationships, which are figurative expressions of the view that

“small

knowledge is not equal to great knowledge” ; second, dependent relationships, implying the author’s belief in animism; third, decon-

structive relationships, where the names of both questioners and respondents are abstract nouns, and respondents are often named “Wu

X” (Non-X), which negates or deconstructs the questioner merely through the name. Some purely fictional names in Zhuangzi have

been interpreted as real historical figures, while others have entered historical documents — this is the historicization of allegorical

names. Understanding this phenomenon helps us recognize the contextual interpretation methods used in ancient commentaries and an-

notations. When researching personal names, we must carefully verify the source of materials.

Key words : Zhuangzi; personal names; allegorical names; historicization
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