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The Innovative Dimension of the Chinese Path to Modernization from

the Perspective of Historical Materialism
Lu Deyou

Abstract : As an important component of Marxist theory, historical materialism provides important guidance for the development of
contemporary China. Adhering to a scientific macro—historical perspective, the Chinese path to modernization demonstrates rich impli-
cations of historical materialism, which are mainly reflected in the following aspects. First, it is an independently pioneered path of
modernization based on China’ s national conditions, embodying the dialectical unity of universality and particularity of modernization
paths. Second, it grasps the “changes in the world” and “changes in the times” in accordance with the laws governing the development
of human society, and identifies the objective basis for the Chinese path to modernization in shaping relations between China and the
world. Third, it follows the inherent logic that history nurtures the times and the times give birth to history, places China’ s moderniza-
tion drive in the process of the evolution of human civilization, and forms a holistic narrative of building a new form of human civiliza-
tion. The basic principles and methods of historical materialism reflected in the Chinese path to modernization have achieved a compre-
hensive sublimation of scientific socialism in the specific context of the times.

Key words : Chinese path to modernization; historical materialism; scientific socialism
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