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Changes, Characteristics and Countermeasures of College Graduates’

Career Choices Over the Past Decade
Zeng Li

Abstract ; College graduates represent a valuable talent resource and constitute a key group for ensuring stable employment. Promo-

Zeng Yanbo

ting employment for college graduates is crucial to people’s well-being, economic development, and the nation’s future. Analysis of ten
—year data (2015 - 2024) from J Province’s " Employment Quality Tracking Survey for University Graduates" reveals the following
findings : the number and growth rate of university graduates have reached historic highs, with intense employment competition; the
graduation rate of master’s and doctoral students significantly exceeds that of undergraduates, reflecting a growing willingness among
graduates to pursue further education; application numbers for the three key entrance examinations have hit record levels, and employ-
ment in public sector positions remains highly sought—after; graduate career choices show a trend of moving away from provincial cap-
itals and toward grassroots positions, indicating regional divergence in employment preferences; the timing of career decisions has shif-
ted later, with phenomena such as delayed employment, postponed further education, and full —time parental involvement garnering
widespread attention; although the turnover rate within one year of graduation has declined, the effectiveness of initial employment re-
mains suboptimal.In this regard, we should adopt the following approach: "focusing on incremental growth, grasping overall scale, op-
timizing existing resources, enhancing quality, targeting key variables, and adjusting independent factors." This requires substantially
increasing investment in human capital and continuously strengthening support for college graduates in areas such as job creation, plat-
form development, adaptation adjustments, and collaborative mechanisms.

Key words: college graduates; career choice mentality; delayed employment; high—quality full employment; investment in human
capital
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