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The Pitfalls of Anthropomorphism in AI Ethics Research and Its Philosophical Reflections
Ruan Kai
Abstract : Anthropomorphic narratives have grown increasingly prevalent in humanities and social science research on artificial in-
telligence. Anthropomorphism refers to the subjective projection or attribution of human characteristics—especially mental and social
traits—onto non—human entities, rooted in humanity’ s inherent difficulty in transcending an anthropocentric perspective. A growing
number of scholars analyze Al ethical issues through anthropomorphic thinking, which undermines the rigor, objectivity and credibility
of relevant research to a certain extent. This necessitates in—depth exploration of normative standards for Al ethics research: whether
anthropomorphic thinking and narratives are suitable for Al ethics research, and where the boundary of anthropomorphism lies in such
research. Wittgenstein’ s philosophy provides a comprehensive framework to examine and overcome the pitfalls of anthropomorphism in
Al ethics. At the linguistic level, anthropomorphic rhetoric substantially conflicts with rigorous, pragmatic academic research norms. At
the thinking level, Wittgenstein’ s holistic philosophy reminds researchers to cautiously avoid mechanically transplanting human moral
concepts and judgments onto artificial intelligence. Exploring the cognitive foundations and potential harms of anthropomorphizing Al
can offer theoretical insights for establishing standardized norms for Al ethics research.
Key words: Al ethics; anthropomorphism of artificial intelligence; moral status of Al; Wittgenstein; holistic thinking
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