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The Historical Contributions of the Red Army’ s Long March to

Advancing the Adaptation of Marxism to the Chinese Context
Wang Gang

Abstract : As a landmark event in the history of the Communist Party of China, the Red Army’ s Long March greatly advanced the
historical process of adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. The Long March marked a historical turning point in this adaptation, pri-
marily because the Party and the Red Army profoundly reflected on two major theoretical predicaments prevailing before the Long
March: the shackles of dogmatism and the disconnection between theory and practice. A historic shift was achieved through ideological
emancipation and practical exploration initiated at the Zunyi Meeting. Practically speaking, the Long March facilitated the establishment
of organizational guarantees for adapting Marxism to the Chinese context, localized Marxist—Leninist military theories, Sinicized Marxist
theories on revolutionary paths, and formed localized discourse expressions for adapting Marxism to China. In terms of long—term influ-
ence, the Long March boosted the formation of Mao Zedong Thought—the theoretical achievement representing the first historic leap in
adapting Marxism to the Chinese context—established the methodological principles for adapting Marxism to China, and provided solid
ideological support through the spirit of the Long March.

Key words:the Red Army’ s Long March; adapting Marxism to the Chinese context; historical turning point
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