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A Critical Rectification of the Claim That “Sheng Poems Originally Had No Lyrics”
Liu Shengliang

Abstract; The six Sheng Poems recorded in Mao’ s Commentary on The Book of Songs have sparked long—standing debates since
the Song Dynasty over whether they “originally had lyrics that were later lost” or “never contained lyrics at all”. This dispute ranks a-
mong the most controversial unsolved puzzles in the research history of The Book of Songs, comparable to the four major classic debates
on the text. Based on existing historical documents, three arguments prove the original existence of lyrics for all six Sheng Poems. First,
all six poems bear formal titles, and relevant records in The Book of Rites serve as credible evidence—titles could not have been crea-
ted without original lyrics. Second, each Sheng Poem is attached with a preface elaborating its thematic meaning, which is mutually
verified by the preface of the Sixth Month and thus authentic. A complete preface and clear thematic connotations presuppose original
lyrics; otherwise, the prefaces and meanings would have no source. Finally, the Sheng Poems are by no means mere musical scores
without lyrics as claimed by Zhu Xi and other scholars, a point fully verified by textual research conducted by ancient and modern
scholars. In conclusion, the argument proposed by Mao Heng, Mao Zheng and Zheng Xuan that the six Sheng Poems “originally con-
tained lyrics that were later lost” is irrefutable, while the claim that “Sheng Poems originally had no lyrics” lacks logical grounds and
cannot be validated.

Key words; The Book of Songs; Sheng Poems; the claim that “Sheng Poems originally had no lyrics”
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