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Beyond Embedded Substitution ;

Reconstructing Journalistic Publicness Through Algorithmic Institutionalization
Chen Jiefeng

Abstract: The embedded substitution of journalistic publicness norms by algorithms constitutes the structural root of eroded jour-
nalistic publicness in the intelligent communication era. Once technical rules embedded in the public sphere evolve into quasi—institu-
tional power backed by efficiency legitimacy, the dominant subject of communication power will inevitably shift. Through intermediate
mechanisms including cognitive alienation, emotional depletion and structural fragmentation, this shift triggers a comprehensive collapse
of social trust. Under the guise of efficiency legitimacy, algorithms in intelligent communication rise to quasi-—institutional power via
three pathways: procedural infiltration, normative replacement and value erosion. They systematically replace traditional journalistic
professionalism and publicness norms, resulting in failed authenticity verification, marginalized public issues, weakened user autonomy
and disordered communication ethics. Algorithmic institutionalization serves as the core pathway to reconstruct journalistic publicness:
publicness principles including authenticity, pluralism and impartiality can be reverse—encoded into algorithmic technical indicators,
program codes and user interfaces. Supported by institutional designs such as algorithmic auditing and shared public computing re-
sources, publicness can become the underlying operational rule of algorithms. This approach enables systematic rebalancing between
technical rationality and value rationality, restructures the distribution of communication power, and restores journalism’s commitment
to public interests.

Key words : journalistic publicness; algorithmic institutionalization; embedded substitution
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